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 On Monday night, I voted against the Albany County charter reform package crafted by a 
hand-picked committee of the county Legislature’s leadership. This November, it will be voters’ 
turn to do the same because, without their okay, these proposed “reforms” cannot take effect. 

 Yes, our current charter is far from perfect, and it’s hard to conceive how it could be 
made any worse, but that’s exactly what’s happening. Last year, I supported the Charter Revision 
Commission’s roadmap to true charter reform. These citizen volunteers, with legal and 
governmental expertise, worked for over a year to overhaul our charter. Their recommendations 
were roundly supported by many, the League of Women Voters among them. Unfortunately, the 
Legislature saw a far different reform package put to a vote this week. This version sadly cut the 
heart out of the true charter reform. 

 The “in-house” charter proposal, which will now go to voters this November, constitutes 
malpractice on the body politic. It is unabashedly self-serving to the political class. Here are three 
prime examples of legislative-initiated changes gone wrong that overwhelm any good changes: 

 1. The Legislature’s proposal outright rejects the commission’s reasonable 
recommendation to reduce the size of the Legislature from 39 to 25. Sure, it’s a judgment call, 
but 25 is still large and in line with other counties, instead of being far and away the largest. To 
make matters worse, the proposal asks voters to delegate our decision-making power on setting 
the Legislature’s size to the Legislature itself. Gee, I wonder how that will turn out? Last month, I 
cast my vote in support of downsizing in what proved a losing cause in a close vote (21-18). I 
argued, “While the voters elect us to make many decisions on their behalf, the question of the size 
of our body is not one of them. It is not our Legislature; it is their Legislature.” 

 2. The proposal completely fails to address the creation of an independent legislative 
redistricting commission recommended by the Charter Revision Commission. This is the 
body that needs to be re-constituted every 10 years following the federal census in order to re-
draw the Legislature’s district lines to reflect population changes. We know this can be done 
independently, because the U.S. Supreme Court has said so. By once again relying on the same-
old, same-old politically controlled redistricting process instead of creating a truly independent 
redistricting commission that can operate arms length from the legislative body it is charged with 
re-configuring, we are assuring yet another federal lawsuit. Do we really want to be sued a fourth 
decade in a row? Sure the composition of the commission membership is critical, but, if it cannot 
operate independently of legislative interference while doing its job, what’s the improvement? 

 3. The proposal deprives voters of a choice between keeping the current political 
coroners system or replacing this antiquated rural patronage system with a professional 
medical examiner’s office. But, not to worry, coroners will now need to receive training to do 
their job within two years after taking office. As for the cost of a professional medical examiner, 
surely any cost increase would be more than offset by reducing the size of the Legislature. 

 What can we do? At the end of the day, voters still have a chance to stop this charter 
sham in its tracks by voting it down this November. But that will be our last chance. Let’s do this 
right. We already have a roadmap provided by the Charter Revision Commission that was 
supported by the League of Women Voters. Who do you trust to get it right? 
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